
Breaking New Ground – Don’t settle for the counterfeit. 
Set Apart - Separation; Don’t Settle for Less 
 
Every human being can do extraordinary things but not everyone accomplishes great things. 
Sometimes the great things we do are the simple things that others may look down upon 
but when we understand purpose everything we do takes on additional meaning. 
When you know you’ve been set apart, you go about your life differently. You are not an 
ordinary person, you are a woman of purpose, a man of purpose.  
One of the most important things is to know your purpose. That you have been born for a 
purpose. Every man is born as a gift to their generation. Our lifelong calling is to pursue that 
our calling and God given purpose.  
 
I want to challenge you to live like one set apart for the purposes of God. At the end of it all 
it doesn’t matter what you accomplished, what amount of wealth you amassed, how many 
records you set and accomplished. What matters most is did you live a God-honoring, God-
centered life? 
 
“Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares 
the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the Lord Almighty.” Zechariah 1:3 NIV 

Return to me 

● In your heart 
● In your actions 
● In your worship 

A turning to God requires Surrender and Submission; The cravings of the flesh go against 
those two. The flesh doesn’t want to surrender and submit, the flesh says I must have things 
my way and that is the very beginning of sin. That is because I must have things my way, I 
will do what I want when I want to. At the root of sin is a prideful heart that elevates God 
before self.  

Having my way is the beginning of a life of pain and destruction, my relationships end up 
destroyed because I must have things my way, I make the wrong choices because everything 
is centered on selfish gratification. 

Sin will take you farther than you are willing to go, sin will make you stagnate and be in a 
season much longer than you intended, sin will cost you more than you are willing to pay. 
You might feel like I have a hold on it but in actual sense it is sin that has a hold on you. You 
are deluded that you are free while in actual sense you are in a place of bondage.  

● Freedom is only found in God’s presence. 
● It is our pride and selfish desire that stand in the way of living a life of freedom.  

Genesis 4:6-7; “Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.””  



Cain sees the brother's sacrifice is better than his and gets selfish, instead of making a 
commitment to do better, he gives in to sin. Sin is crouching at your door it desires to have 
you but you must master it.  
 
1 Peter 5:8-11; “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because 
you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 
God’s desire is for us to live a life centered on him. Many of us have settled for a 
counterfeit, it’s a lie that everything that leads to joy and fulfillment is found away from 
the presence of God yet the truth is that everything that brings joy, fulfillment and 
meaning is found in the presence of God. In his presence is fullness of joy. 
 
Instead of settling for the counterfeit, Allow your life to be driven by purpose and calling. 
Seek to live a holy life, Live a life that is pleasing before God. A man who is set apart from 
the pursuit of selfish pleasures and drawn to seek intimacy with a holy and loving God. 
 
Daniel 1:8; Daniel resolved in his heart not to defile himself… He made a conscious decision 
and God honored him for it.  
Babylon was a pagan nation, they worshiped false Gods. They had beautiful buildings and 
architecture but it was a place of great wickedness. There is no form of wickedness that is 
new under the sun. No evil that is new, all that is has already been. At the end of a life of sin 
is only regret, never seeing a person at the end saying, I have lived in so much sin, I wish I 
could live a little longer just to fulfill my pleasures.  
 
Once you know that God has set you apart then you are careful not to settle for anything 
less.  
 
1 Thessalonians 4;3-8; 
We are called to live a life of holiness that is pleasing before God.  
To pursue the purposes of God we must turn away; 

● From Sinful Habits 
● Mindsets  
● Belief Systems 

Hebrews 12:1 – Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles us. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.  

Daniel’s posture; I am in this world but I am not of this world 

● Kingdom Mindset; I am here for a kingdom assignment. 
● God has put me here for such a time as this 



● I am a servant and a steward: I’m not driven by my own agenda but God’s agenda.  

What is God’s agenda for me? 

How do I become a co-labourer with God in fulfilling His purposes? 

● Surrendered  
● Set Apart - I must be set apart 
● I am a vessel of honor 
● Submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


