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Title: Prison No More 
 
Sermon Outline 
 
 
 Introduction 
 
Thank the senior Pastor and ICC Nairobi congregation 
 
Bible Texts 
 
Acts 16:24-26 
 
Acts 12:1-5 
ESV24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the 
stocks. 
 
The Philippian Jailer Converted 
 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were 
unfastened. 
 
Acts 12:1–5 — (NIV) 
 
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to 
persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw 
that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be 
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after 
the Passover. 
 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
May the Lord bless His Word. You may be seated: 
 
Exposition: 
 
I have titled my message  
Prison No More!  
 
Based on the text before us  
 
The early church was confronted with persecution; they had seen death all around them 
 
Herod is on a rampage to stop the Gospel – in total revenge mode 
 
Jesus had risen and ascended; Herod was proven wrong – his reputation is at stake 
 



 James has been put to death 
 
 Peter has been arrested 
 
Logically, they knew Peter was next to die 
 
We shall look at 3 things this morning  
 
The Reality  
 
 The Resource  
 
The Results  
 
This brings me to my first point  
 
The Reality: 
 
The Reality vs 24 & 
The reality is that if we live long enough we shall go through prison's experience of life not 
necessarily the physical Prison but other forms of prison. 
 
ESV24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in other 
stocks. 
 
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to 
persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw 
that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be 
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after 
the Passover. 
 
We are in a physical Prison. Faith is experienced in a community. But the devil is making sure the 
Church is not meeting freely in fellowships. 
 
The reality is that We face challenges whether in family, friends, work, and the church. 
 
The second reality is that the church is in spiritual Prison 
 
imprisoned by unforgiveness 
 
Imprisoned by jealousy, envy or fear 
 
These Spiritual prisons are satanic devices used to trap down, or restrict people  from moving 
forward.  
 
The devil established this prison to delay and waste the precious time of many people. However, 
these evil Prisons come with chains, iron bars, like chains of prison  
 
Spiritual prison is a very tough bondage.  
 



One of the major works of the enemy is to steal, kill and destroy destinies.  
 
Unlike a physical prison when a person will be locked up in custody for committing offences. But 
spiritual prison, it is not.  
 
I remember  
 
Nelson Mandela said 
 
“As I walked out the door toward the gate that would lead to my freedom, I knew if I didn't leave my 
bitterness and hatred behind, I'd still be in prison.” 
 
As a Church we have to leave bitterness and hatred behind us otherwise we shall still be in prison . 
To leave those things that the devil wants to use. To bring us down. 
 
Whether in your Marital prisons, Financial prison, Emotional prison, Spiritual prison, Career prison  
 
Or Corona Prison that is terrorizing us globally!.Economic survey data:- few Kenyans died last year 
compared to 2019 being the lowest in 5 years 184185 / 191495. 
 
illustration 1 
Victor Frankl knew the reality of suffering as a prisoner of war in WWII. His experience in Nazi 
German prison camps enabled him to see life at its worst.  
 
Some survived the horrific camps; while the pages of history are besmirched with the blood of those 
who did not. 
For you, a therapist/ behavioral scientist recognizes Victor. 
 
Victor Frankl wanted to know why. After carefully studying his fellow prisoners, he concluded, 
“Everything can be taken from men but one thing: the last of human freedoms—to choose one’s 
attitude in any given set of circumstances. 
 
Victor Frankl came to realize that while many Jewish prisoners died as the result of starvation, 
torture, and disease; many others died due to the death of their will to overcome. 
 
Malcolm Muggeridge, a Christian writer, said this, “Contrary to what might be expected, I look back 
on experiences that at the time seemed especially desolating and painful with particular satisfaction. 
Indeed, I can say with complete truthfulness that everything I have learned in my 75 years in this 
world, everything that has truly enhanced and enlightened my experience, has been through 
affliction and not through happiness.” 
 
Abraham Lincoln wrote, “I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to go.  
 
My own wisdom, and that of all about me seemed insufficient for the day.” 
Last year when Corona broke out: 
 
The second thing God is reminding us  
We have to say Prison No More: 
 
The Resource! 



Those assets that can be drawn on by a person or organization in order to function effectively. 
supply of money, materials, staff, and other. 
 
In the corporate sector when they talk about resource  
 
Internal factors include financial ability, human resources, research collaborations, marketing, 
product differentiation and cost.  
 
External factors that influence a firm's competitive advantage include political factors, economic, 
social, and technical and culture. 
 
For the Church we have The Resource of prayer and praise  
 
When church resources are seen in organizational terms the first resource that the church has is 
prayer! whether praise, thanksgiving, supplication and confessions  
 
Faith is expressed in a community  
 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were 
unfastened. 
 
Resource part 2. 
 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
NO! Just because things don’t go the way you want, doesn’t mean that you’re out of God’s will. “Yea, 
and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
 
They had an opportunity to doubt God … to question His love … to get mad at God. BUT … What did 
they do? 
 
16:25 – they “prayed”! NOW … that’s not such an unusual thing to do when life knocks you on your 
back. That’s what we USUALLY do. No matter WHAT … no matter WHERE … we can ALWAYS pray. 
Paul & Silas were in fellowship with the Lord, so their prayer line was always open. 
 
NOW … THIS is what has always amazed me … they “sang praises unto God”. 
No wonder John records ! 
 

John 14:12-14New International Version 

 
12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes(A) in me will do the works I have been doing,(B) and they 
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever 
you ask(C) in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it. 
Church that’s the background of Acts we are looking at this morning. 
 
Finally  
 



The Results 
 
26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. 
And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 
 
No situation is helpless, as long as we trust in the Lord. 
 
No hardship is totally without some blessing. 
 
Whether Marital prisons,  Financial prison, Emotional prison, Spiritual prison Or Corona Prison: 
 
The Bible says 
 
Jer. 33:3. Jeremiah 33:3 Amplified Bible 
3 ‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and tell you [and even show you] great and mighty things, [things 
which have been confined and hidden], which you do not know and understand and cannot 
distinguish.’ 
 
 He has promised to answer their prayers, 1 John 5:14-15. 
 
When you find yourself locked away in a prison experience, you can always find a friend Who cares 
and Who is available to help you. 
 
Learn to lean on Him in prayer and your prison will be transformed. 
1 John 5:14–15 
 
ESV 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. 
 
 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 
have asked of him. 
We have seen  
 
Prayers transformed the prison from a place of pain to a place of Praise. 
 
As they prayed, their prison was transformed from a place of pain into a place of praise. 
When we turn/Lord/help we need/make it through/prison 
 
God can turn our Prison moment into song. 
 
 turn our trials into testimony. 
 
turn our pain into praise. 
 
 God can turn our heartache and transform it into a time of great help. That brings salvation to 
others. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Prayer in our Prison moments causes communion with God to become personal and intimate 
 



Prayer in our Prison moments causes us to connect more with God and others in the Family of God. 
 
Prayer in our Prison moments sets in motion miracles which cause unity in the Body of Christ. 
 
Prayer in our Prison moments creates hope 
 
Prayer in our Prison moments causes us to want to meet together and worship and honor God in 
public and in our homes creating joy in our hearts. 
 
Prayer releases people from prison literally – but it does so spiritually -physically - emotionally – 
mentally as well 
 
Pray sets the captive free from demonic spirits and sets freedom into motion –  
Prayer gets God attention to move in power and might in our Prison moments. 
 
 
Prayer for Salvation: 

Prayer for congregation  

 


