
Witnessing through the storm

Introduction

Our desire in life is that it would be comfortable or bearable to live. Each one of us

prays for a comfortable life that is filled with good tidings and satisfaction. No one

prays for suffering or persecution. Last Sunday Rev. Gibson reminded us of the

calling of Paul on the road to Damascus and the Lord Jesus Christ spoke of the

suffering that Paul would encounter in his ministry for the sake of the gospel. Paul

knew what suffering is because he was a persecutor of Christians himself. He had

put many to prison and had others killed. He witnessed the stoning of Stephen

(Acts 7:58). So, when he accepted the call to ministry, he did so in full

understanding and in obedience so that the gospel would reach both the Jews and

the Gentiles.

The call to serve

Acts 20:17-24 (read)

Now from Melitus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the Church to come

to him. And when they came to him he said to them: “You yourself you know how I

lived among you the whole time since I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all

humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of



the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable,

and teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to

Greeks of repentance towards God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. And now,

behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will

happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that

imprisonment and afflictions await me. But I do not account my life of any value

nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”

The elders of the church in Ephesus had a testimony of how Paul lived his life. He

was confident that he had lived a life worthy emulating despite his persecution

and suffering:

Vs18

“You yourself know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day I set

foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that

happened to me through the plots of the Jews…”

While our own suffering or persecution is of great pain- (and we should pray for

God to remove the cup from our life), there is a greater suffering in the world that

we cannot afford to ignore. The world is getting lost with deception and lies from



the enemy. Our youth are on the verge of being swallowed by ungodliness while

we worry about our own comfort of life. We contribute to their detriment by

ignoring the dangers they face and thinking more of how we can make ourselves

self-sufficient and comfortable.

Paul’s tears in Vs 19 are a grief over the spiritually lost. His motivation of enduring

his persecution is the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ whom he preached and

saw many saved from their hopelessness. Our suffering can preoccupy us, and we

can forget that there is good that can come out of our testimony.

▪ Have you ever considered that God can use your situation and how you

handle it as an encouragement to someone who has no faith in God?

▪ How do we handle our pain through suffering as Christians?

▪ Are we any different from the unbelievers?

One of the things that can happen when we go through suffering is to be

disappointed or even bitter with God. Because of our expectation, we can feel as

though God has abandoned us to fate. But we are called to remain faithful in

trouble, pain, and suffering. Jesus taught that we are to expect difficulty and

challenges in life. John 16:33 “I have said these things to you, that in me you may

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome

the world.”



Many godly men in the Bible suffered in their course of serving God. Joseph,

David, Job, Jeremiah, Paul and of course Jesus himself (1 Pe 3:18). We struggle and

ask “How can a loving God allow suffering and evil to happen to good people?

Job 1:8 describes him as “a blameless and upright man” In Job 2:3 God testified

about Job as “a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from

evil and holds fast his integrity”. The pain we experience in the world originated

from sin. God’s plan was for a perfect world without sin. However, after the fall, in

His mercy God has provided a way out through the salvation in our Lord Jesus

Christ who came to cancel the curse of sin. Until He comes back, the effects of a

sinful and corrupt world will continue to bring pain, misfortune, death, and

suffering.

But from a positive perspective, as Christians we can “have the mind of Christ” 1

Cor 2:16-being able to understand His will, plans and desires in His plan to restore

people to a relationship with God.

Spiritual Lostness

Christians today should bear a sense of sorrow over humanity’s spiritual lostness.

Paul described his own suffering for Christ (2 Cor 11:23-32). His concern over the

churches He founded; Jesus Christ agonized over the city of Jerusalem because its

people refused to accept His salvation.



In Luke 19:41 Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem. He saw the people and

realized their hopelessness would lead into an eternal judgement. He was filled

with great sorrow and agony. The lostness of humanity through the refusal to

accept salvation is a greater tragedy than what we are faced with today.

Paul ensured that his suffering did not distract his call to preach the gospel. Our

suffering should not distract us from the truth that humankind needs. The world

needs hope not only for this life but beyond this life.

The crucible and the furnace are important in a Christian’s life. Your suffering

today can bear a great testimony to someone who is looking to see how you will

handle your situation. What will the unbeliever see in your suffering? Will you

curse God, or will you keep hope alive?

1stPeter 2:20-21 says: if you do good and suffer for it, -it is a gracious thing in the

sight of God. “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for

you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His steps.”



Some of the suffering we are going through today may be for the glory of God.

Certainly, God knows our situation. It is therefore safe to say that God has allowed

it and He is in charge!

Christ is the perfect example who suffered evil for doing good. He can therefore

transform our suffering into opportunities. Our suffering today can become a

symbol of honor and privilege for the cause of Christ. We follow in the example of

our Lord; we carry with His authority the message of good news to the world. We

should expect suffering and trials to be part of this noble course.

The Lord said to Ananias; “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my

name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him

how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” Acts 9:15-16

What lessons come out of suffering?

1. We learn to detach from dependence on material things: When we realize

that what we have can be taken away, we are likely to be more dependent

on God than the confidence derived from what we own. We learn to

respect and accept that all things come from God.

2. We learn to become better stewards: When we live in plenty and surplus,

we can ignore that all good things come from God. It is important that we



always know who our source of life and resource is. When God has supplied

all our needs, we can forget that all things are by Him and given to us for

our use, sharing, and good stewardship.

3. We learn to value relationships: This counts for both our relationship with

God and with men. Through this season, we have come under

circumstances that have forced us to appreciate even little support from

others. Many have gone back home; husbands have lost jobs and are now

dependent on their wives’ salaries or vice versa. We have turned to God

more and trusted Him for provision; we have become more prayerful, and

we value relationships we could have been ignoring or taken for granted.

4. We learn to become givers: When we learn that even what we have can be

taken away, we are likely to develop a spirit of generosity. During our time

of need, we have perhaps received from others. This has taught us to be

generous as well when we identify the need in our midst.

5. We learn to accept our mortality: Life can be such that we think we have all

it takes and the time we need. One thing that Covid has done is shaken us

to our vulnerability. We are healthy today and tomorrow we are gone. We

have realized that we are defenseless in many ways unless God is on our

side. We need to know that time is limited both for what we want to

achieve in life and what God has called us to.



Conclusion

Paul was full of himself persecuting Christians before he encountered the Lord. His

encounter with Christ transformed him into a new person and a fierce defender of

the gospel to the point of death. He suffered to preach eternity’s reality to us

today. He was willing to change for a better course; what are you willing to

surrender?

If you are a believer, what has your situation taught you? You probably need to

begin all over again in life; what will you do differently from your approach to

life?

1st Peter 4:7

“The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be self-controlled and sober minded for

the sake of your prayers. Above all keep loving one another earnestly, since love

covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As

each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s

varied grace.”

Amen




